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SALVATION IS THE GIFT
OF THE SPIRIT IN ACTS 2:38

Marvin Weir

INTRODUCTION1

The Holy Spirit is a subject about which there is much speculation
and misunderstanding. This brief chapter will not solidify the convic-
tions of conservative brethren regarding what the “gift of the Spirit” in
Acts 2:38 is. For decades brethren have disagreed over the “gift of the
Spirit,” as well as how the Spirit dwells in Christians. Such will surely
be true as long as this world stands. Brethren holding different views
regarding the “gift of the Spirit,” and the manner of the Spirit’s
indwelling, have through the years remained in fellowship because they
have agreed that the Spirit operates on all men today only through
God’s chosen medium—His Word.

THE HOLY SPIRIT
DWELLS IN THE CHRISTIAN—BUT HOW?

Several verses set forth the fact that the Holy Spirit is given to
Christians. To the Roman brethren Paul says: “[A]nd hope putteth not
to shame; because the love of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts
through the Holy Spirit which was given unto us” (Rom. 5:5). Later, to
these Christians Paul states: “But ye are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. But if any man
hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). Paul teaches
the Galatian brethren the same thing in saying: “And because ye are
sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba,
Father” (Gal. 4:6). These three verses suffice to show that it is not a
question as to whether or not the Holy Spirit dwells in the child of God.
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The Bible emphatically teaches: (1) that the Holy Spirit dwells in
the Christian (Rom. 5:5; 8:9; Gal. 4:6), (2) that God dwells in the
Christian (1 Jn. 4:15), and (3) that Christ dwells in the Christian (Rom.
8:9, 11; Col. 1:27). However, where is the verse of Scripture that
declares the Holy Spirit dwells in a child of God personally or bodily?
One writer observes:

To abide or dwell in often simply denotes a relationship and
acceptance. The Father and Son dwell in the Christian through
the word (2 John 9). Paul taught, “Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly ...” (Col. 3:16). In the parallel verse, the same
writer said, “... be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Hence, the
Spirit also dwells in the Christian through the agency of the
word.2

Robert R. Taylor comments:
Jehovah’s is not a literal, personal, actual, direct, and bodily
indwelling. He is in heaven as our prayerful approach to him
(Matt. 6:9) attests. Christ’s is not a literal, personal, actual,
direct, and bodily indwelling. Were it that, he would be in
US—not at Jehovah’s right hand. Were it that, there would be no
need for his second coming. He would already be here. As the
gospel message which God and Christ originated and that the
Holy Spirit revealed by inspiration moves and molds, guides and
governs, and directs and deepens us in truth, to that eloquent,
excellent extent the Timeless Trinity indwells us as sons of God,
as the purchased, possessed people who belong to the Great
Elder Brother—the Christ—and as the serving saints of the
Spirit.3

The question is how do these members of the Godhead dwell in the
Christian? Is the Holy Spirit at work today, or has the Holy Spirit been
relegated to idleness in the Christian age? The answer is the Holy Spirit
is most assuredly at work today, but the question to ask is how does He
accomplish His work? Does the Holy Spirit have a mode or medium
through which He works, or does He work directly and without means?
The Holy Spirit works today only through the Word of God to
influence people. It becomes a miraculous operation of the Spirit if one
claims that the Spirit influences people apart from the Word.

CAN DEITY DWELL IN HUMAN FLESH?
If the Holy Spirit personally, literally, dwells in a child of God,

what does the Spirit do? Does He nudge a Christian in a certain
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direction? Does He whisper some message or word of guidance in
one’s ear? Does the Spirit lead one in some mysterious way? Abso-
lutely not! There is a tremendous difference between the Spirit directly
doing something to a Christian and through a medium (Word of God)
doing something for a Christian.

A member of the Lord’s church, who believes in the personal,
literal, indwelling of the Spirit, usually references Romans 5:5, 8:9,
2 Corinthians 1:22, and Galatians 4:6 to prove his claim. These verses
state the fact of the Spirit’s indwelling, but they do not state how the
Spirit indwells the child of God. Nevertheless, one writer, in referring
to the above passages of Scriptures, echoes the sentiments of many
brethren, saying:

From these, then, and many other similar passages, it is abun-
dantly evident not only that the Holy Spirit dwells in us, but also
that it does so for the purpose of comforting us, (John xiv, 16,)
helping our infirmities, (Romans viii, 26,) and strengthening us
with might in the inner man, (Ephesians iii, 16,) that we may
thus be made partakers of the Divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust.
If it be asked how the Holy Spirit accomplishes all this in our
hearts, we must, I think, again confess our ignorance, and
humbly acknowledge our inability to answer the question.4

Such an answer may not be problematic, but unfortunately most
who believe in the literal indwelling of the Spirit do not remain content
with such an answer. The writer next says that it is evident that the
Spirit “operates on the heart of the Christian, as it does on the heart of
the sinner, through the Word of truth.”5 It is then stated that the Spirit
“operates on the hearts of the saints providentially.”6 Those two
statements do not conflict with what the Word of God teaches. On the
other hand, the writer’s third statement says:

It seems probable moreover that the Holy Spirit operates on the
hearts of the saints directly, or at least by ways and means
unknown to us, so as to strengthen our infirmities, and cause the
word of truth to become more productive in fruits of holiness.
That the Spirit does so seems probable.

1. From the fact that it dwells in the heart of every Christian.
That it does so is abundantly proved by the passages of
Scripture already cited in this chapter. But if it operates on
the heart of the Christian only by means of the word of
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truth, and through the ordinary events of God’s providence,
then why does it sustain to him a relation different from that
which it sustains to the unbeliever? Why is it given to us;
and why does it dwell in us?7

Herein lies the problem with so many who believe in a literal,
personal, indwelling of the Holy Spirit. They reach the point where
they are no longer content to have the Spirit operating only through the
Word or God’s providence. The Spirit is then said to work directly
upon the saint’s heart in some mysterious way. Franklin Camp
addresses this problem, saying:

If [one] can get the indwelling of the Spirit in the realm of
mystery, he is safe, as the word “mystery” indicates that he
knows neither the “how” nor the “what.” It is in this very area
that this position of the Holy Spirit presents its dangers. When
men claim to have the Holy Spirit in some mysterious way, then
everyone is left to his own guess as to when the Holy Spirit is
doing what. The ultimate end of this teaching is to reject the
Scriptures as our guide.8

Will one who believes the Spirit indwells him literally, i.e.,
personally, argue that God and Christ also indwell him literally, i.e.,
personally. Keep in mind that all three members of the Godhead are
said to indwell the Christian. Is it impossible for two-thirds of the
Godhead to indwell a child of God, but possible for one-third of the
Godhead to do so? Is it even possible for Deity to literally indwell
human flesh (the exception being Christ)? If so, what happens when
man sins? Can Deity dwell where sin resides? The Scriptures teach that
sin separates one from God (Isa. 59:1-2). Can one be separated from
God and still have the Holy Spirit indwell him?

In speaking of each member of the Godhead indwelling God’s
children, Taylor again observes:

Is it literal? No! Is it actual? No! Is it direct? No! Is it minus any
and all medium? No! Ephesians 3:17 tells us that Christ dwells
in us BY FAITH. Faith comes by hearing God’s word (Romans
10:17). Logically and scripturally, this is how the other two
indwell us also. Each indwells us as Deity’s word or will moves
us, molds us, forms us, fashions us. This is the only SENSIBLE
way one person (Deity) may indwell another person (God’s
child). The Spirit therefore indwells us as the Bible moves and
molds us into the lovely likeness of the Christ.9
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Although some brethren believe the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts
2:38 is the Holy Spirit Himself, and that He personally indwells the
child of God, this idea of a literal indwelling should not be made a test
of fellowship—provided all agree that the Holy Spirit directs, strength-
ens, and edifies only through the Word. Camp sums up this writer’s
convictions regarding how the Holy Spirit works today. He says:

Whatever the Holy Spirit does today in either conversion or
sanctification, He does it by means, not directly, and the means
used by the Holy Spirit is the Word. Name anything you want to
that the Holy Spirit does, and the Word is the means. Does the
Holy Spirit convert the sinner? The Word is the means (Psalms
19:7). Does the Holy Spirit edify? The Word is the means (Acts
20:32). Let me emphasize this fact, whatever the Holy Spirit
does in conversion and sanctification, He does by means of the
Word.10

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
IN ACTS 2:38 IS DETERMINED BY CONTEXT

Is the “gift of the Holy Spirit” the Spirit Himself, the ability to do
miracles, or salvation? One must first decide if the “gift of the Holy
Spirit” is the Holy Spirit Himself or a gift the Spirit gives? Can one
find the answer to this last question in the language of Acts 2:38? Vine
says, regarding the “gift of the Holy Spirit,” that “the clause is
epexegetical, the ‘gift’ being the Holy Ghost Himself.”11 By simply
stating such to be the case does not mean the language proves it to be
true. In fact, numerous people who have commented on this epexegeti-
cal clause, or genitive of apposition, admit that only the context will
determine the correct interpretation. Marion Fox agrees, saying:

First, some speak of the genitive of apposition which merely
means that the words “the Holy Spirit” are an explanation of the
word “gift.” Second, some speak of the objective genitive which
means that the Holy Spirit is a gift. And third, some speak of the
subjective genitive where the gift is something given by the Holy
Spirit. This author argued for this being in the ablative case in
chapter ten. The ablative and subjective genitive have the same
end result. Greek grammarians admit that it is a matter of context
to determine which of these four is the proper interpretation.12

Those who believe the gift in Acts 2:38 is the ability to do miracles
usually refer to Acts 10:45 in an attempt to prove their position. It is
true that Acts 2:38 and Acts 10:45 are the only two times the Bible
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mentions “the gift of the Holy Spirit.” It also is true that the “gift of the
Holy Spirit” in Acts 10:45 is miraculous. It does not follow, however,
that the exact same phrase in Acts 2:38 must refer to the miraculous. In
Acts 2, the Jews were commanded to obey the Gospel and then they
would receive “the gift of the Holy Spirit.” The Gentiles received the
“gift of the Holy Spirit” and began to “speak with tongues” (languages)
before they obeyed the Gospel (Acts 10:45-47). The situation involving
Cornelius and his company is unique and is not an identical parallel to
those who responded to the Gospel call in Acts 2. Please note that after
Peter’s Gentile audience began speaking in other languages, the apostle
said: “Can any man forbid the water, that these should not be baptized,
who have received the Holy Spirit as well as we” (Acts 10:47, emphasis
added)? This is not a reference to Acts 2:38, but it is to Acts 2:1-4.

Acts 8 makes it absolutely clear that miraculous gifts were not
given to one at baptism. None of the Samaritans received the ability to
work miracles when they were baptized (Acts 8:14-16), and this
includes Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:18-20). As this evidence is
indisputable, brethren will thus contend that the gift of the Spirit in
Acts 2:38 refers to the apostles laying hands and imparting various
miraculous “gifts” to certain brethren. This explanation makes what is
clearly stated in Acts 2:38 a partial promise. Do not Peter’s words
apply to each individual to whom he is speaking? Peter will later
remind all, “God is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34). It seems
strange to contend that the first part of Peter’s answer (Acts 2:38a) to
the people’s question applies to everyone, but the second part of his
answer (Acts 2:38b) applies only to a select few. It seems more natural
to understand that Acts 2:38 does not teach that everyone who obeys
the Gospel receives miraculous “gifts,” but that all who do obey the
Gospel receive the “gift” that the Spirit has promised.

THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT IN ACTS 2:38 IS SALVATION
God’s Grand Scheme Of Redemption

Is the primary thrust of God’s grand scheme of redemption to work
miracles or provide salvation to all men? Miracles were employed in
the early church to confirm God’s Word (Mk. 16:20), because
revelation was not then complete. Miracles were used to accomplish
God’s primary goal of saving the souls of non-believers (1 Cor. 14:22).
The chief reason the Lord and Savior came to this earth was and is “to
seek and to save that which was lost” (Lk. 19:10). Christ’s working of
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miracles is for the purpose of producing belief in Him and His Word so
that people might obey His will and be saved. Miracles are always
secondary to salvation in God’s scheme of redemption.
Promise And Prophesies Foretelling Of The Church And Salvation To
All Nations

The promise God makes to Abraham cannot be overlooked.
Jehovah says: “I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy name great; and be thou a blessing; and I will bless them
that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I curse: and in thee shall
all the families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:2-3). Some 750 years
before the birth of the Savior, Isaiah records:

And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the mountain of
Jehovah's house shall be established on the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow
unto it. And many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of
Jehovah from Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-3, emphasis added).

Affirming that during the days of a Roman kingdom a spiritual
kingdom would emerge never to be defeated, Daniel prophesied:

And in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor shall the sover-
eignty thereof be left to another people; but it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever (Dan. 2:44).

The prophet Micah foretold:
But in the latter days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of
Jehovah's house shall be established on the top of the mountains,
and it shall be exalted above the hills; and peoples shall flow
unto it. And many nations shall go and say, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of Jehovah, and to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in
his paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of
Jehovah from Jerusalem (Micah 4:1-2, emphasis added).

Joel predicted:
And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men
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shall see visions: and also upon the servants and upon the
handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit. And I will
show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: blood, and fire,
and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and
the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of Jehovah
cometh. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on
the name of Jehovah shall be delivered; for in mount Zion and
in Jerusalem there shall be those that escape, as Jehovah hath
said, and among the remnant those whom Jehovah doth call (Joel
2:28-32, emphasis added).

These prophets did not promise miraculous gifts to everyone that
obeys the Gospel. They do promise, however, that salvation is
something that every obedient person will receive. Keep in mind that
these prophecies were all pointing to the church the Lord would build
and to the salvation He made available to “all nations” (Isa. 2:2). Do
not forget the promise God made to Abraham—“in thy seed shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed. Because thou hast obeyed my
voice” (Gen. 22:18, emphasis added).
The Context Of Acts 2

The message Peter proclaims is salvation through Christ (Acts
2:22-36). This is the same message the prophets had prophesied. This
was the salvation which had been promised to Abraham. Upon hearing
the Word of God proclaimed by Peter, the people’s hearts were
“pricked” and they asked: “Brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37).
Were these people asking what they must do to receive the ability to
work miracles? What was on their mind as a result of Peter’s convicting
sermon? The end result of obedience is salvation, and salvation is what
those people were concerned about. They were asking how they could
save their souls—not how they could obtain miraculous gifts!
Joel’s Prophecy

Joel announced:
And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions: and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in
those days will I pour out my Spirit. And I will show wonders in
the heavens and in the earth: blood, and fire, and pillars of
smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and terrible day of Jehovah cometh. And
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it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of
Jehovah shall be delivered; for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there shall be those that escape, as Jehovah hath said, and
among the remnant those whom Jehovah doth call (Joel 2:28-32,
emphasis added).

The outpouring of the Spirit upon “all flesh” (v. 28) certainly indicates
that the entire world, Jew and Gentile, would benefit from the activities
of the Spirit. In his sermon on Pentecost, Peter cited Joel’s prophecy,
saying, “[T]his is that which hath been spoken through the prophet
Joel” (Acts 2:16). Contextually, Peter was referring to what he and the
other apostles were doing—speaking in unlearned languages (Acts
2:4). The crowd was amazed and assumed the apostles were drunk
(Acts 2:13). Countering that errant perception on the part of some,
Peter said it was too early in the morning to be intoxicated, but rather,
“this is that which hath been spoken through the prophet Joel” (Acts
2:16). Joel’s prophecy here obviously refers to the apostles’ ability to
work miracles and their ability to impart spiritual gifts to a select
number of people by the laying on of their hands (Acts 8:18). It does
not follow, however, that the “gift of the Spirit” in Acts 2:38 has to
refer to the miraculous gifts that some brethren received. In fact, it is
more reasonable to understand that the promise of Acts 2:38 is
universal and applicable for all time.

The miracles performed in Acts 2 by the apostles were secondary.
They were for the purpose of focusing people’s attention on what was
going to happen. What significant event was about to unfold? It was
surely the establishment of the kingdom, which the prophets had
foretold.

Another passage, Matthew 16:18-19, is worthy of consideration in
studying the events of Acts 2. Jesus promises to “build” His church
(Mt. 16:18) and to give Peter “the keys of the kingdom of heaven” (v.
19). The Lord is saying that Peter has the “keys” (the Gospel message)
that will open the door to the church. The “keys” were not for the
purpose of ushering in miracles but for preaching the Gospel so that
souls might be saved (Rom. 1:16). The miracles simply signify that
“this is that” which had been prophesied.
The Promise

Peter responded to his listeners’ question, “Brethren, what shall we
do?” saying, “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the



140 Salvation is the Gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38

gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Immediately, after stating that they
would receive the “gift of the Holy Spirit,” Peter said: “For to you is
the promise, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as
many as the Lord our God shall call unto him” (Acts 2:39). Is there not
a logical connection between the latter part of verse 38 and verse 39?
In God’s grand scheme of redemption a promise was made to Abraham
that in his “seed ... all the nations of the earth” would be blessed (Gen.
22:18; cf. Gen. 12:3). The word “for” in Acts 2:39 introduces the
explanation of both the first and last part of verse 38. What is it that
“even as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him” (v. 39) will
enjoy? Is it the ability to possess a miraculous gift? No! It is the
salvation God has lovingly planned, prepared, and promised to make
available to all mankind.

The promise made to Abraham in Genesis 12:3 and 22:18 is clearly
seen in Galatians 3:8-29. There, Paul writes:

And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles
by faith, preached the gospel beforehand unto Abraham, saying,
In thee shall all the nations be blessed. So then they that are of
faith are blessed with the faithful Abraham. For as many as are
of the works of the law are under a curse: for it is written, Cursed
is every one who continueth not in all things that are written in
the book of the law, to do them. Now that no man is justified by
the law before God, is evident: for, The righteous shall live by
faith; and the law is not of faith; but, He that doeth them shall
live in them. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law,
having become a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is every
one that hangeth on a tree: that upon the Gentiles might come the
blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus; that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith. Brethren, I speak after the
manner of men: Though it be but a man's covenant, yet when it
hath been confirmed, no one maketh it void, or addeth thereto.
Now to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to his seed. He
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy
seed, which is Christ. Now this I say: A covenant confirmed
beforehand by God, the law, which came four hundred and thirty
years after, doth not disannul, so as to make the promise of none
effect. For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no more of
promise: but God hath granted it to Abraham by promise. What
then is the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the
seed should come to whom the promise hath been made; and it
was ordained through angels by the hand of a mediator. Now a
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mediator is not a mediator of one; but God is one. Is the law then
against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been
a law given which could make alive, verily righteousness would
have been of the law. But the scriptures shut up all things under
sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to
them that believe. But before faith came, we were kept in ward
under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be
revealed. So that the law is become our tutor to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith is
come, we are no longer under a tutor. For ye are all sons of God,
through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were
baptized into Christ did put on Christ. There can be neither Jew
nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there can be no
male and female; for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus. And if
ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, heirs according to
promise (emphasis added).13

The Scriptures clearly show that the promised gift the Holy Spirit
gives is salvation from one’s sins. Peter again speaks of this promise in
his sermon in the temple. Peter proclaims:

Yea and all the prophets from Samuel and them that followed
after, as many as have spoken, they also told of these days. Ye
are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with your fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God,
having raised up his Servant, sent him to bless you, in turning
away every one of you from your iniquities (Acts 3:24-26,
emphasis added).

Paul later speaks of the same promise to which Peter referred. To
his audience, Paul states: “[T]o us is the word of this salvation sent
forth ... And we bring you good tidings of the promise made unto the
fathers, that God hath fulfilled the same unto our children” (Acts 13:26,
32-33, emphasis added). It comes as no surprise that Paul then tells the
Galatian brethren “that upon the Gentiles might come the blessing of
Abraham in Christ Jesus; that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:14, emphasis added). These passages
certainly describe salvation, which is the Holy Spirit’s gift (the “gift”
of Acts 2:38), and they also explain the promise mentioned in Acts
2:39. It is most fitting that Paul concludes the third chapter of Galatians
stressing this truth: “And if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed,
heirs according to promise” (Gal. 3:29, emphasis added).14



142 Salvation is the Gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38

Salvation Is A Gift From God, Christ, And The Holy Spirit
And not as through one that sinned, so is the gift: for the
judgment came of one unto condemnation, but the free gift came
of many trespasses unto justification (Rom. 5:16, emphasis
added).
For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:23, emphasis added).
[F]or by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that no man should
glory (Eph. 2:8-9, emphasis added).
And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your
sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For to you is
the promise, and to your children, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him (Acts
2:38-39, emphasis added).

The gift from God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit that matters most is
salvation. It fits the promise made to Abraham. Peter, in Acts 2:29,
quotes Joel 2:32 concerning salvation as if it is the gift of the Spirit.
Some refer to the word “of” as an “ambiguous genitive.”15 For instance,
“the knowledge of God” could refer to the knowledge God has, or the
knowledge one has of God. In cases such as this, the context must
determine the meaning. This is why the overall context of Acts 2 is so
very important in helping to determine what the “gift of the Spirit” is.
A Parallel Passage To Acts 2:38

Notice the obvious parallel between Acts 2:38 and Acts 3:19.
Peter’s lesson on the day of Pentecost is recorded in Acts 2, and his
lesson preached in the temple is recorded in Acts 3—two separate
lessons. From one occasion to the next, did he preach a different
message as to how his Jewish hearers could be saved? Absolutely not!
Thus, a careful comparison of Peter’s teaching in Acts 2:38 and Acts
3:19 is in order. The following chart should prove most helpful in
understanding what the “gift of the Spirit” is in Acts 2:38.

Acts 2:38 Acts 3:19
“Repent Ye” “Repent ye”
“Be baptized” “Turn again”
“for remission of sins” “that your sins may be blotted out”
“gift of the Holy Spirit” “Seasons of refreshing”
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Not many will refuse to accept the first three descriptions in the
chart as being parallel. Why not also accept Peter’s statement, “seasons
of refreshing,” as being parallel to “gift of the Holy Spirit?” The gift of
the Holy Spirit is the promised result of Scriptural repentance and
baptism. As one notes:

The gift of the Spirit involved the Abrahamic fulfillment to the
Jews and then to the Gentiles (Acts 2). “That the blessing of
Abraham,” Paul later wrote, “might come on the Gentiles
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the
spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:14). The gift of the Spirit is universal
and for all who “repent and are baptized” (vs. 39).16

The “seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19)
can certainly be understood to be a wonderful and beautiful description
of one’s salvation because of obedience to the Gospel and the forgive-
ness of sins.

CONCLUSION
If it is the context that determines what “gift of the Holy Spirit” is

in Acts 2:38, then the evidence is overwhelming that the “gift of the
Holy Spirit” is salvation. The miracles, as important as they were, were
secondary or subordinate to the establishment of the Lord’s church and
the salvation that would be made available to “all nations” (Isa. 2:2).
Do not forget the promise from God to Abraham that “in thy seed shall
all the nations of the earth be blessed. Because thou hast obeyed my
voice” (Gen. 22:18). One who obeys the Gospel can expect to receive
the salvation that has been promised.

This conclusion is reasonable in view of the context, is not contrary
to the Scriptures, and is not fraught with danger. Martin sums up this
matter quite well, stating:

I submit that the “gift of the Holy Spirit” that Peter promised to
all who will repent and be baptized in Jesus’ name is the
attainment of the Abrahamic blessings promised through Christ,
even designed for Gentiles (Gal. 3:13-29). In short, this blessing
embraces every nuance and aspect of salvation. Since it is the
Holy Spirit who has made known this blessing through the
revelation of truth to the apostles, it is natural for the language
to be, “the gift of the Holy Spirit ...”17



144 Salvation is the Gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38

ENDNOTES

1 All Scripture references are taken from the American Standard Version
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